CHAPTER V.
THE FOUNDING OF INDRAPRASTHA OR DEHLI AND ITS
FIRST IMPERIAL ASSEMBLAGE.
SHRIKRISHNA first appears on the scene in the Maha-
bharata here and he is introduced without any reference
to his previous history (nor has his history been sepa*
rately given in any place in the Epic).   He was one of
those princes who had  come to  witness  the  grand
Swayamvara and  was  glad to find that his cousins
were not only alive but had also won  the beauteous
bride.    He paid his respects to Kunti, his paternal
aunt,   congratulated the  Pandavas on their  success
and made valuable presents to them on the occasion
of   their    marriage,     Dhritarashtra  trembled  in his
shoes when he   heard that the sons of Kunti   were
alive   and   were    married   to the   daughter   of the
powerful Panchala king.  The crafty old monarch now
protested his great love for the* sons of Pandu as dear
to him, he said, as his own sons and sent Vidura with
many presents to call them back to Hastinapura.   The
Pandavas were quite happy to return home and went
there accompanied by Krishna.   They were received
by Bhishma and others with great affection and honour.
Dhritarashtra now divided  the kingdom between his
sons and the Pandavas in order to avoid future dissen-
sions between them, assigning the latter as their portion